CPC Africa Desk
InterTropical (ITF) Front Analysis
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From October 1-10, 2015, the ITF, overall, continued its southward retreat 27N -
across Africa. However, this southward movement was more sluggish across the
far western portion of the ITF relative to that of its eastern counterpart. The
mean western portion of the ITF was located at 15.1 degrees N, which was to the 21N-
south of the mean position by 0.7 degree. This resulted in above-average
rainfall over many areas of the Sahel. Meanwhile, the mean eastern portion of
the ITF was centered upon 13 degrees N and was farther to the south of the 15N -
average position by as much as 1 degree. This brought average to slightly
below-average rain over parts of southern Sudan and South Sudan. Figure 1
displays the current position of the ITF relative to its climatological 9N -
position during the first dekad of October and its previous position during the
third dekad of September. Figures 2 and 3 are time series, illustrating the
mean latitudinal values of the western and eastern portion of the ITF, 3N
respectively, and their evolutions since April, 2015.

Normal 10—day ITF Positien "
Current 10—day ITF Fosition a

24+

18N 1

12N 1

EL

3351 Figure 1

20

Mean Western Portion of the |IF: Averaged 10W 1o 10E Meon EBEastern Portion of the |IF: Averaged 2Z20bB to 22Eb
As of: October 2012, Dekad 1 As of: October 2012, Dekad 1

" - o 74
Jbserved Meon Fosition

Observed Meon Fosition

Climatelegical Mean Fosition Climatelegical Mean FPosition

22 22

24 1 20 1

18 1

16 A _..-1’/ "

14 1

Latitude
Latitude

12 1

10 1

54 Figure 2 54 Figure 3

Apr | © May © Jun CoJu © Aug ' Sep oot Apr | Moy © Jun S gul © Aug ' Sep Ot

Dekad Dekad



